BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH
Staten Island, New York

Reverend Monsignor Peter G. Finn, Pastor
Reverend Francisco Lanzaderas
Reverend Albin Roby
Reverend Monsignor Francis V. Boyle, Pastor Emeritus

MASSES:

Saturday in the Church: 5:00 PM (Vigil), Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM, 12:30 PM.
Weekdays in the Church: 7:00 AM and 9:00 AM. Saturday in the Church: 9:00 AM.
Holy Days in the Church: 7:00 PM (Vigil), 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 12:00 to 1:00 PM; 4:15 to 5:00 PM.
Anytime upon reasonable request.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Sunday at 2:00 PM. (Except during July & August, then only on the First and Third Sunday and other specified days)
Arrangements should be made at least one month in advance with the priest of the Parish. Parents of a first child and
parents who are new to Blessed Sacrament must attend a Baptism Instruction Class which is held the second
Wednesday evening of every month (except July and August) at 7:30 P.M. in the Parish House Meeting Room.
Godparents should be Practicing Catholics, and must obtain a Sponsor Certificate from their Parish.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

Arrangements should be made about six months in advance, with a priest of the Parish. Couples must attend PreCana Conferences.

SICK CALLS - At any time.
MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA - Every Monday after the 9:00 AM Mass.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - First Friday from 12:00 Noon to 2:00 P.M.
NEW PARISHIONERS - Welcome to our Parish.

We invite all parishioners to participate fully in our spiritual and social life. If you are new in the parish, please
introduce yourself after Mass and register at the Parish House Office weekdays 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Kindly notify us
if you change your address.
PARISH HOUSE
30 Manor Road
442-1581
http://www.blessedsacramentchurchsi.org
SCHOOL
Mr. Joseph Cocozello
Principal
830 Delafield Avenue
442-3090
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Sister Anne Dolores Van Wagenen, C.S.JB. - D.R.E.
830 Delafield Avenue
448-0378
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2016 Mass Book
The Mass Book for 2016 will open on Tuesday, October 6th
at 9:00a.m. At that time intentions for the Living and
Deceased, Anniversary Masses, Masses of Thanksgiving and
Special Intentions and Intentions for the Sanctuary Lamp can
be arranged. Announced Masses are $15, Unannounced are
$10.

A Parish Mission
Our Lady Queen of Peace, September 26th to 30th, Fr. Bill
Anderson will preach at all weekend Masses. Mon, Tues and
Wed. the Mission will begin at 7pm. Wed. evening will
conclude with Healing Mass and Sacrament of Anointing of
the Sick. Mission will stress the theme of mercy emphasized
by Pope Francis.

Vocation Summit – St. Joseph Seminary on Oct. 9, 6-9pm
Do you love the priesthood and religious life? Would you like
to learn more about how you can promote vocations in your
parish? Then join us for a delicious meal, free of charge, at
St. Joseph Seminary in Yonkers. Our guest speaker is
Rhonda Gruenewald, an expert from Houston who has
literally “written the book” on how to effectively run a parish
based vocations ministry. Also at the dinner, we’ll unveil our
new four-point Archdiocesan Vocation Plan. Please note:
Attending the dinner does not obligate you to more volunteer
duties. It is a night to learn, be inspired and perhaps take
home some best practices to your parish.
Go to
www.nypriest.com/vocationsummit for details and to RSVP.

Blessing of the Animals

Columbus Day Mass
Monday, October 12 at 9:30am at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, for
tickets email – columbusday@archny.org. At 9:15am the
Cathedral will be open to non-ticket holders.
Staten Island Catholic High School Information Fair
Saturday, October 3rd from 12pm to 2pm at the South Fin
Grill, 300 Fr. Capodanno Blvd & the Dolphin Fountain. Visit
www.adny-si.org for more information.
Moore Catholic High School
Moore Catholic, 100 Merrill Avenue, would like to invite you to
our Open House on Sunday, October 4th from 1pm – 4pm

Saturday, October 3rd at 4p.m. Greenleaf Parking Lot

PRAY FOR THE SICK
The sick are comforted just knowing that you pray for them In
your charity please remember: Margaret Pittman-Boyle,
Douglas Pfleging, Jr., Phyllis Ribaudo, Ann Socci, James
Burghardt, Concetta Chicolo, Kelly Ward, Amelia DiMauro,
Mary Kenny, Kathryn Haring, Jean Carter, Stephanie Barry,
Jane Redmond, Carolyn DeStefano, Robert Tursi, Deirdre
Westergren, Nicholas Toto, Marykate Rose, Peggy Travers,
Mary Anne Blaine, Jean Cunningham, Jean Elmadary, Alan
March, Sebastian Lattuga, Grayce Novaro, Angela Siuzdak,
Helen Ramsey, Katherine Barbera, Phyllis Scharfenberg,
Phyllis Giambruno, Margaret Romani, Br. William Herbst,
Barbara Brown, Michael Caruso, Patricia Connelly, Hugh
Kiernan, Mary Belli, Mark Volpe, Elaine Lydersen, Linda
Hansen, Dean Robert Ziegler, Danielle Ziegler, Susannah
Yates, Carol Stoltzfus, Marco Antonio Gonzalez, Grace
Leddy, Margaret King, Joseph D’Amico, Larry Taylor, Jr.,
Kathy Quinlan, Felicidad Tobias, Jose Ruiz, Casta Miskowitz,
Rosemary Callahan, Elizabeth Coyne, Lucy D’Angelo, Robert
Hammerton, and Catherine Vitale

SYMPATHY

Regis High School Open House
Regis High School, an all-scholarship Jesuit secondary
school for Catholic boys, will hold its open house on Monday,
October 12th from 1 – 4pm. For information e-mail or call Eric
DiMichele, Director of Admissions at: edimichele@regis.org
or 212-288-1100 ext. 2057

Remember the soul of Anthony Tuff, Salvatore Cucuzza and
the souls for whom Mass will be offered during the week,
especially:

SUNDAY COLLECTION
SUNDAY COLLECTION
2015
2014
2009
2010
$ 5966 (Weekly)
$ 5884(Weekly)
$5495.00 (Weekly)
$6144.00 (Weekly)
$ 5000 (St. Joseph’s Seminary)
$1961.00 (AirCondition) $2136.00 (AirCondition)

TUESDAY

ATTENDANCE
ATTENDANCE
2015
2010
805(Adults)
776
(Adults)

2014
2009
(Adults)
755 776
(Adults)

(Children)
196
(Children)
179
1001
955

(Children)
198 183
(Children)
953 959

Firefighters for America’s Bravest
6th Annual Bravest BBQ, Saturday, Oct. 10th, 12pm Hillside
Swim Club, 151 Signs Road, $20pp, children 14 and under
free. All you can eat/drink, music, raffles, and children’s
activities. All proceeds go to Building for America’s Bravest.
Buy tickets now at www.bravestbbq.eventbrite.com.

MONDAY
7:00 Vincenza & Antonio Malazzo
9:00 Michael Vigliotti
7:00 Tanya O’Rourke (Living)
9:00 John & Peggy Ciano

WEDNESDAY
7:00 Kathleen Langle
9:00 Burton Cohen

THURSDAY

7:00 George Siller (40th Anniv.)
9:00 Peter J. Finn

FRIDAY
7:00 Sr. Irene Fugazy (Living)
9:00 Donald Pace

SATURDAY
9:00 Sam LoCasto
5:00 Emanuel Patti

SUNDAY
8:00 Emily Marie McQuade
9:30 Alfred Trentalange
12:30 Fr. Leon Dicks
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TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER 4, 2015
ALTAR SERVERS
5:00 PM Vigil
Team 5
8:00 AM
Team 1
9:30 AM
Team 2
11:00 AM
Team 3
12:30 PM
Team 4

LECTORS
R. Helbock
P. Thomann
M. Semon
D. Leddy
C. Tobias

FROM THE PASTOR
Recently the Evening News reported on the thousands of refugees fleeing
the Middle East and walking tremendous distances as far as Hungry.
This immense struggle to escape murder and destruction continues while
the power brokers of the world ignore their brothers and sisters in need.
In January 2015, Priest Magazine printed “Besieged” Why Save the
Middle East’s Christians?” by Michael J. L. LaCivita. Why Indeed!
Read on….
The traumatic events of last summer finally have earned Middle Eastern
Christians some attention, if not the respect, of the strategic classes
inside the Beltway: politicians, candidates, policy wonks and journalists.
The headlines are dramatic, betraying a sense of hopelessness:
“Beleaguered Christians Make Final Stand.” “The Middle East’s
Friendless Christians,” “Christianity in Iraq is Finished.”
“Western countries ought to come together and offer refuge to the tens of
thousands who want to leave Iraq,” one observer wrote in The
Washington Post in September 2014.
“Yes, this would mean the end of Christianity in this part of the world,
where its presence has often served as a bulwark against fanaticism. But
it’s over anyway, whatever happens to the Islamic State. It’s time to face
that fact and save the Christians themselves.”
But defending - indeed saving – Christians in the Middle East is not just
about saving Christians. It is about saving pluralism, or what remains of
it, in the Middle East. It is about saving the Middle East and civilization,
where it first took root.
The expiration of the artificial geopolitical construct that is the Middle
East – with its borders drawn arbitrarily by the British and French after
World War I – is agonizing and violent. Its end is irrevocably affecting
the lives of millions of people every day” Arab and Armenian, Jew and
Christian, Muslim and Yazidi, young and old, male and female, urban
dweller and shepherd, rich and poor.
In Iraq and Syria – carved from the smoldering remains of the Ottoman
Turkish Empire nearly a century ago – the powder kegs once controlled
by strongmen have exploded, unleashing forces so violent and extreme
that even Al Qaeda has repudiated the bloodletting.
Iraq – once awash in cash thanks to its oil reserves – is unraveling, its
people exhausted by more than 30 years of constant war. Syria – once the
bedrock of regional stability – has disintegrated, its people maimed and
displaced. Meanwhile ISIS has overrun vast swaths of territory and
proclaimed a caliphate, a form of state akin to those that once dominated
the region for centuries. Targeting minorities, ISIS has cleared
Christians and Yazidis especially from their homes, stolen their
possessions, and confiscated passports and other forms of identification.
Those few who remained were forced to convert, pay protection taxes or
die. In reports that sound eerily similar to those reporting the death
marches of Armenians, Assyro-Chaldeans and Greeks carried out by
Turkish soldiers almost a century ago, residents of northern Iraq have
described an exodus of Christians walking on foot in the summer heat –
among them the elderly and the disabled – robbed of their livelihoods
and rights, and fearful for the lives of their children.

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
A. Aponte & A. Talaid
D. Vigliotti & P. Manley
A. Castronovo & P. Thomann
A. Morrel & H. Wodzinski
G. Checkett & E. Checkett
“We’re providing people with shelter, food and water – people don’t
have anything left and they can’t travel without the money to buy tickets,”
Chorbishop Yosip Benjamin told The Telegraph as Mosul’s last
remaining Christians gathered in the town of Tel Keif in late July.
“We’re being threatened every day,” said the priest of the Church of the
East, fearing his own village community in the Nineveh Plan would suffer
a similar fate.
“Now, we don’t have anything left but our faith,” he added, “It’s like life
has stopped, and we are so tired.”
Less than a fortnight later, as ISIS tore through the area, Abuna Yosip
fled with his community for Iraqi Kurdista, and from there to points
unknown.
“All Iraqis who have recently arrived in Amman, Jordan, are suffering
from post-traumatic stress disorder,” said CNEWA’s Amman-based
regional director, Ra’ed Bahou. “They have lost trust in everyone. And
they need everything, from personal items to food, medicines and medical
treatment, to milk and diapers for children. Many are worried about
their relatives, who couldn’t leave Iraq, and they have told us very
depressing and heartbreaking stories about their fleeing from Da’ash
(ISIS).
“My colleagues and I asked them how they felt about going back, should
Iraq become peaceful and safe again. Their answers were ‘no, never
again.’”
Who are the Christians of the Middle East? Gathering statistics on
anything connected to the region – even the number of Christians – is as
futile and perhaps as useless as counting soapsuds in a bubble bath. A
high-ranking hierarch in the Middle East once quipped to a colleague,
“You have to understand that, in our part of the world, numbers have a
very symbolic value.” In other words they are not accurate.
Utilizing census reports as well as numbers gleaned from various
sources, including the churches, there were roughly 15.5 million
Christians in the region before the events of the Arab Spring destabilized
the region. Never prone to exaggeration, the Holy See estimated that
perhaps as many as 20 million Christians lived in the Middle East, some
5.62 percent of the region’s population.
What Middle East Christians lack in numbers, they make up in variety.
Most Christians in the Middle East are Arabs, but they constitute a
diverse Church: Greek Orthodox and Latin and Melkite Greek Catholics
make up the bulk of the remaining Christians in Palestine, Israel and
Jordan. Chaldean Catholics stand out in Iraq. Maronites dominate
Lebanon. Antiochene and Syriac Orthodox Christians comprise
significant groups in Syria. Egypt’s Coptic Orthodox Church is by far
the region’s largest Christian community.
Complementing these larger faith communities are smaller groups. Many
Armenian Apostolic Christians found refuge in Lebanon and Syria after
the horrors of World War I in Ottoman, Turkey. Most of Iran’s Christians
belong to the Armenian Apostolic Church. Assyrians, especially those
who belong to the ancient Church of the East are scattered throughout
Iran, Iraq and Syria. Armenian and Syriac Catholic communities have
thrived in Iraq, Lebanon and Syria. Anglican, reformed and evangelical
Protestant communities may also be found in the region.
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However, this accounting ignores the large number of Christian migrants settling in Israel, Lebanon and the Gulf states. According to Bishop Paul Hinder,
apostolic vicar for Arabia, more than 2 million Filipinos live in these states, 80 percent of whom are Latin Catholic. There also are tens of thousands of SyroMalabar and Syro-Malankara Catholics from the southwestern Indian state of Kerala, Latin Catholics from the southeastern Indian Tamil Nadu and Sri
Lanka, as well as thousands of Eritrean and Ethiopian Orthodox Christians – as many as 50,000 live in Yemen alone.
The circumstances of many of these Christian migrants in the Middle East is urgent, said Bishop Hinder, because in too many places migrant workers,
especially women, “are treated as slaves,” not just in the Arabian Peninsula, but in Lebanon and Israel as well.
“It’s not a particular problem of the Muslim world,” but also happens when employers are “wealthy Christians who treat these women in a horrible way,”
forcing them to “work 22 hours a day, preventing them from leaving the house and sometimes, subjecting them to sexual abuse,” he continued.
If they manage to flee, the first place they turn to is the church, whose priests and religious take the exploited to their national embassies, which provide a
safe house until they can be repatriated. No psychological help or support is offered, the bishop added, often due to the lack of funding and personnel.
Middle East Christians have been on the move long before there was ISIS, civil war in Syria, an Arab Spring, Al Qaeda, the US invasions of Iraq, the
Lebanese civil war and the Israeli-Arab wars. In fact, Middle East Christians have been on the move since Pentecost. Whether hiding from persecution by
Jewish leaders, Roman emperors, Persian forces, Byzantine bishops or Ottoman bureaucrats, the region’s Christians have demonstrated agility, tenacity and
the will to survive.
In October 2010, Pope Benedict XVI hosted a special assembly of the synod of bishops to address the challenges facing the Christians of the Middle East.
Migration issues were discussed in depth – long before the current trials. In his subsequent apostolic exhortation, Ecclesia in Medio Oriente, released in
Beirut in September 2012, the pope noted that “many Christians are now seeking more favorable horizons and places of peace where their families will be
able to live a dignified and secure life, and spaces of freedom where they can express their faith openly without fear of various constraints.
“This is a heartrending decision,” he continued. “It has a profound impact on individuals, families and churches. It dismembers nations and contributes to
the human, cultural and religious impoverishment of the Middle East. A Middle East without Christians, or with only a few, would no longer be the Middle
East, since Christians…are part of the distinctive identity of the region.
Throughout the Arab world, historians, sociologists, politicians and clergy agree. “The fewer Christians there are, the more fundamentalism rises, fills the
void and gains the upper hand,” said Muhammad Sammak, a political adviser to Lebanon’s Sunni Muslim grand mufti. For Christians to disappear from the
Middle East, he said, it would be like “pulling out the threads of a cloth,” so that the whole social fabric risks unraveling and dying.
Unlike Judaism or Islam, Christianity is not tied to a place, be it a land or a shrine. Over time as Christians moved from place to place, leaving their ancient
centers of Antioch or Damascus, or Mosul, or Baghdad, they maintained their identities, their cultures, their languages, their rites and their unique
approaches to the one Christian Faith. These communities have defied death and prospered, founding new centers, new convents, new churches and schools.
Nor is mature Christianity bound by tribal mores or ethnic customs. Christianity transcends national, ethnic and cultural boundaries. And while particular
churches may have at time become entangled with a certain culture, ethnic group or even political party, they serve the whole world as they envelop that
world.
Generally, the churches historically rooted in the Middle East now have more members living in the Americas, Europe and Oceania than in their homelands.
Many of these Christians have taken root in these new lands - often called the diaspora, which some resent – and are alive and well. Antiochene Orthodox
and Chaldean and Maronite Catholics have revitalized Detroit. San Diego’s Chaldeans are thriving, while the Catholicos-Patriarch of the Church of the
East, once centered in Mesopotamia, has made his permanent home in a Chicago suburb. These Christian communities have exercised their freedom of
movement, but maintaining their culture and tradition are challenges met with uneven results.
The assimilation of Middle Eastern Christians in the New World is not a singular phenomenon isolated among Middle Eastern Christians. But it is deplored
by bishops and academics, who believe such a movement of their peoples as the end of these particular churches. What will the universal Church look like,
they lament, if it is bereft of its Arabic, Armenian, Byzantine or Syriac cultures, rite, and traditions? The lure of Rome, some say, is so strong that many
Maronites and Melkites, Catholics and Orthodox eventually enter her embrace, losing forever their contact with their ancestors.
That is not necessarily so, said the Maronite Bishop Gregory Mansour of Brooklyn. The American-born prelate has placed pastoral responsibility on the
shoulders of those pastors called to provide care for their flock in emigration. The bishop, in an interview days before the opening of the special assembly,
likened the Eastern churches outside the Middle East to specialty grocery stores on the same block as large commercial grocery stores. “The small store
knows they really have to look after their customers,” he said if they want to “stay in business.” “It’s the same with the Eastern churches.”
Perhaps the critical mass of a faith community that gave us the origins of Arab nationalism, modern Arab scholarship, pan-Arab sentiments and Palestinian
liberation theology will evaporate. But hopefully the seeds of hope and social justice sown by generations of Middle Eastern Christian priests and
counselors, doctors and nurses, midwives and sisters, therapists and teachers will germinate and take root.
Hopefully these well-watered roots will sprout shoots, leading to the growth of what Pope Benedict called “positive secularism” and thriving Middle Eastern
societies “concerned for the fundamental rights of the human person..whatever his or her origins, religious convictions and political preferences.”
“A healthy secularity,” he wrote, “frees religion from the encumbrance of politics, and allows politics to be enriched by the contribution of religion, while
maintaining the necessary distance, clear distinction and indispensable collaboration between the two spheres.
All is not despair in the Middle East. Despite the deluge of violence, despite the flight, Middle Eastern Christians continue to play a significant role in
society. Through their emergency relief responses, social service initiatives, schools and hospitals, Middle Eastern Christians even now are restoring selfrespect and trust. They bring joy to persons robbed of these basic human values by the destructive ideologies plaguing the region.
But as the bureaucrats, the technocrats and the middle class, Middle Eastern Christians are like the canaries in the coal mine. As Christians flee the
extremist forces rapidly taking hold in the Middle East, moderates from other communities follow, leaving behind those who cannot leave, and those who
stand to gain by fanning the flames of hate.
“In defending Christians, yes, dear friends,” said Cardinal Sandri of the Congregation for the Eastern Churches at a conference in Sept. in the nation’s
capital, “in defense of all Christians. In defense of Jews. In defense of Muslims. “In defense of humanity.”
GOD BLESS YOU,

MSGR. FINN

