BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH

August 7, 2016

Staten Island, New York 10310

Reverend Monsignor Peter G. Finn, Pastor
Reverend Francisco Lanzaderas
Reverend Roland Antony Raj, MMI
Reverend Monsignor Francis V. Boyle, Pastor Emeritus

MASSES:

Saturday in the Church: 5:00 PM (Vigil), Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 AM, 12:30 PM.
Weekdays in the Church: 7:00 AM and 9:00 AM. Saturday in the Church: 9:00 AM.
Holy Days in the Church: 7:00 PM (Vigil), 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 AM and 7:00 PM.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 12:00 to 1:00 PM; 4:15 to 5:00 PM.
Anytime upon reasonable request.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Sunday at 2:00 PM. (Except during July & August, then only on the First and Third Sunday and other specified days)
Arrangements should be made at least one month in advance with the priest of the Parish. Parents of a first child and
parents who are new to Blessed Sacrament must attend a Baptism Instruction Class which is held the second
Tuesday evening of every month (except July and August) at 7:30 P.M. in the Parish House Meeting Room.
Godparents should be Practicing Catholics, and must obtain a Sponsor Certificate from their Parish.

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY

Arrangements should be made about six months in advance, with a priest of the Parish. Couples must attend PreCana Conferences.

SICK CALLS - At any time.
MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA - Every Monday after the 9:00 AM Mass.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - First Friday from 12:00 Noon to 2:00 P.M.
NEW PARISHIONERS - Welcome to our Parish.

We invite all parishioners to participate fully in our spiritual and social life. If you are new in the parish, please
introduce yourself after Mass and register at the Parish House Office weekdays 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Kindly notify us
if you change your address.
PARISH HOUSE
30 Manor Road
442-1581
http://www.blessedsacramentchurchsi.org
SCHOOL
Mr. Joseph Cocozello
Principal
830 Delafield Avenue
442-3090
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Sister Anne Dolores Van Wagenen, C.S.JB. - D.R.E.
830 Delafield Avenue
448-0378
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127 ANNUAL FEAST OF ST. ROCCO
The St. Rocco Society of Potenza is sponsoring the
127th Annual Feast of St. Rocco on Sunday, Aug. 21st
at The Most Precious Blood Church, 113 Baxter
Street (109 Mulberry Street), Manhattan. Mass
begins at 12 noon and a procession through the
streets of Little Italy will follow at 1:30pm; 5:30pm
Benediction and 6:00pm live entertainment, food and
raffles.
IGNATIAN PRAYER GROUPS
Will meet at Holy Family, 366 Watchogue Road on
Saturday, Aug. 13th after the 8:30am Mass. Please
join us for an hour of Ignatian prayer and reflection
on Jesus’ parable, The Good Samaritan.
SUNDAY COLLECTION
SUNDAY COLLECTION
2010
2009
2016
2015
$5495.00 (Weekly)
$6144.00
(Weekly)
$5,815
(Weekly)
$6,012
(Weekly)
$1961.00 (AirCondition) $2136.00 (AirCondition)
ATTENDANCE
ATTENDANCE
2016
2010
677
(Adults)
776 (Adults)
137(Children)
(Children)
179
814
955

2015
2009
(Adults)
755690
(Adults)
134(Children)
(Children)
198
824
953

PRAY FOR THE SICK
The sick are comforted just knowing that you pray for them
In your charity please remember: Margaret Pittman-Boyle,
Douglas Pfleging, Jr., Phyllis Ribaudo, Ann Socci, James
Burghardt, Concetta Chicolo, Amelia DiMauro, Mary Kenny,
Kathryn Haring, Jean Carter, Jane Redmond,
Carolyn
DeStefano, Robert Tursi, Deirdre Westergren, Nicholas Toto,
Marykate Rose, Peggy Travers, Mary Anne Blaine, Jean
Cunningham,
Jean Elmadary, Alan March, Sebastian
Lattuga, Grayce Novaro, Angela Siuzdak, Helen Ramsey,
Katherine Barbera, Phyllis Scharfenberg, Margaret Romani,
Br. William Herbst, Barbara Brown, Michael Caruso, Patricia
Connelly, Mary Belli, Mark Volpe, Elaine Lydersen, Linda
Hansen, Dean Robert Ziegler, Danielle Ziegler, Susannah
Yates, Marco Antonio Gonzalez, Grace Leddy, Joseph
D’Amico, Larry Taylor, Jr., Kathy Quinlan, Katie Hanley,
Felicidad Tobias, Jose Ruiz, Casta Miskowitz, Rosemary
Callahan, Elizabeth Coyne, Lucy D’Angelo,
Robert
Hammerton, Catherine Vitale, Capala Lusi, Jack McGarry,
Robert McQuade, Amy Mezzacappa, Mary Ruggiero, Amparo
Isaza, Brian Nelson, Joan Callahan, Julia Micol, Molly Cafaro,
Bob Miuccio, Maryann & Danny Brown, James McGarrigle
and James Finnigan

SYMPATHY
Remember the souls for whom Mass will be offered during
the week, especially:

MONDAY
THE SANCTUARY LAMP
KEEPS ITS SILENT VIGIL
BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
FOR
JOSEPHINE & JOHN NAPPI & FAMILY

7:00 James Carney
9:00 Mario Taccetta

TUESDAY
7:00 Russell Carter
9:00 Christopher Keag

WEDNESDAY
7:00 Helen Sigman
9:00 Judge Charles D’Arrigo

CHILDREN’S CORNER
Can you find the words from today’s gospel?
Luke12:32-48

THURSDAY
7:00 Thomas Garpestad
9:00 Michael McCarthy

FRIDAY
7:00 Joseph (Jody) Haggerty
9:00 Lillian Bosakowski

SATURDAY
9:00 Jonny Cruz
5:00 Brett Greeley

SUNDAY
8:00 Gerald Hogan
9:30 Joseph & Teresa Dicks
12:30 Marguerite Gartrell
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST 14, 2016
5:00 PM Vigil
8:00 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM
12:30 PM

ALTAR SERVERS
Team
1
Team
2
Team
3
Team
4
Team
5

LECTORS
D. Maj
C. Wodzinski
M. Conigatti
C. Tobias
P. Thomann

FROM THE PASTOR
As we digest the proposals of the Republican
Presidential Convention in Cleveland and the
Democratic Presidential Convention in Philadelphia
let us reflect on “The Catholic Thing – Patriotism”
delivered in 1938 by then Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen
as war clouds were clustering over the Atlantic.
Patriotism
The treatise on Patriotism in the writings of the
greatest philosopher of all times, St. Thomas Aquinas
is to be found under the subject of “Piety.” This at first
may strike as strange those who think of piety as
pertaining only to love of God. But once it is
remembered that love of neighbor is inseparable from
love of God, it is seen that love of our fellow citizens is
a form of piety.
In these days when so many subversive activities are
at work, a reminder of the necessity of loving our
country is very much to the point. Consciously or
unconsciously our citizens are grouping themselves
around the only two possible ultimate answers to the
questions vexing our country.
The first answer is that the essence of Americanism is
revolution; the second answer is that the essence of
Americanism consists in the recognition of the
sacredness of human personality.
First let us consider the revolutionary theory. The
Communists, in their attempt to justify another
revolution, are rewriting American history to suit the
dialectics of Marx and Lenin. Their argument is this:
America began with a revolution…If they insist on
appealing to the American Revolution we would
remind them that it was a political revolution against a
government across a sea, and not a civil war and
class struggle against one another.
As an American you must be opposed to all dictators,
Fascist, Nazi, or Communist. The Communist trick is
to accuse all who are opposed to Communism of
being Fascists. This is not true. Because I dislike
Russian caviar it does not follow that I am mad about
spaghetti or wiener-schnitzel. The best way to keep
Fascism out of American life is to keep out
Communism.

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
C. Rooney & N. Mata
A. Coscia & D. Vigliotti
P. Thomann & R. Gallop
M. Morgan & E. Laub
L. Lagmay & M. Peralta

The essence of Americanism is not revolution, but the
recognition of the sacredness of human personality
and the inherent inalienable rights which every man
possesses independently of the State. That is why,
when our country began, our Founding Fathers were
most anxious to find some basis for human rights,
some foundation for human liberties, some guarantee
of human personality which would be above the
encroachment of tyranny and abuse.
But where find the basis for the right of a man to be
his own master, captain of his own soul, free in his
right to pursue his ultimate end with a free
conscience? Where root and ground the right to own
property as the extension of personality? Where find
the rock of all liberties which would be strong enough
to withstand governments and powers and states
which would absorb them as the monarchies did,
then, and as certain dictatorships do now?
For such a foundation the Fathers looked first to
England. There the theory was advanced that our
liberties and rights are rooted in Parliament. This
theory they rejected on the grounds that if Parliament
gives rights and liberties, then the Parliament can
take them away. Next they looked to France, where it
was held that the liberties and rights of many are
rooted in the will of the majority. The Fathers equally
rejected this on the ground that if the rights of man
are the gift of the majority, then the majority can take
away the rights of the minority.
Where find the source of the liberties and the rights of
man? On what stable foundation are they to be
reared? What is their source? The answer they gave
was the right one. They sought the foundations of
man’s rights and liberties in something so sacred and
so inalienable that no State, No Parliament, no
Dictator, no human power could ever take them away,
and so they rooted them in God. Hence our
Declaration of Independence reads: all men “are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights…among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit
of Happiness.”
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Note that the word used is “unalienable”; that means that these rights belong to the sacredness of human
personality and are not the gift of the State or the Dictator, whether Fascist, Nazi, or Communist. In other words,
man’s right to own private property, man’s right to educate his own family, man’s right to adore God according to the
dictates of his conscience, come not from the Constitution, the Government, Parliament or the will of the majority,
but from God.
Therefore no power on earth may take them away. This is the essence of Americanism. Now, if the essence of
Americanism is the sacredness of human personality as created by God, who is doing most to preserve that
Americanism? The schools that never mention His name? The universities and colleges that dissolved the Deity
into the latest ultimate of physics or biology? T he professors who adjust their ethics to suit unethical lives?
The answer obviously is, that the forces that are building constructive Americanism are those that take practical
cognizance of the existence of God. It is the non-religious schools which are out of the tradition of Americanism;
they are on the defensive. In the beginning of our national life practically all of our schools and colleges were
religious schools. It was assumed by our Constitution and by its spirit that they would be religious.
The reason is obvious. If human dignity and liberty come from God, then it follows that loss of faith in Him means
loss of faith in those liberties which derive from Him. If we wish to have the light we must keep the sun; if we wish to
keep our forests we must keep our trees; if we wish to keep our perfumes we must keep our flowers – and if we
wish to keep our rights, then we must keep our God. It is just as vain to try to keep triangles without keeping threesided figures, as to try to keep liberty without the spirit which makes man independent of matter and therefore free.
We Catholics are taking religion so seriously in reference to our country that rather than see God perish out of our
national life we conduct 7,929 elementary schools and 1,945 high schools, employing 58,903 and 16,784 teachers
respectively…and figuring on the basis of public school costs, we save the taxpayers of the country an immediate
one billion dollar building program and, for maintenance, about $139,600,000 every year. Every cent of this money
comes out of the pockets of Catholics, and why? Because we believe that the 2,102,889 children in Catholic
elementary schools and 284,736 in Catholic high schools have a right to know the truth which makes them free.
In other words, we take very seriously the Declaration of Independence which derives the rights of man from God.
In conclusion, true Americanism is the belief in the freedom of man as a divine derivative. For that reason if we wish
to keep pure Americanism we must keep our religion. To this is to be added the important fact that dictatorships,
such as the communistic, regard man only as a stomach to be fed by the State, or as a tool to amass wealth for the
State. Put men on that level and they need no religion, any more than animals need religion, or a monkey wrench
needs liturgy.
But put them on that level is to de-personalize and mechanize them down to the very core of their being. A
democracy needs religion, for it assumes that man has not only a stomach but also a soul which is the seat of his
rights; and since that soul must be fed as well as the body, he must have religion. Democracy has to rely not on
force, but on freedom and liberty. But freedom and liberty are inseparable from responsibility, and responsibility is
inseparable from conscience and conscience is inseparable from religion.
It is our solemn duty as Catholics, therefore, to be conscious of our duty to America, and to preserve its freedom by
preserving its faith in God.
But as we talk about patriotism, it might be well to remind ourselves that in a crisis like this even devotion to the
stars and stripes is not enough to save us. We must look beyond them to other stars and stripes, namely the stars
and stripes of Christ, by Whose stars we are illuminated and by whose stripes we are healed! F.J. Sheen
The similarities between what the country faced nine decades ago and today are alarming.
God bless America!
MSGR. FINN

